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ENDING THE  
PANDEMIC  
IN SOUTH LA  
(and East LA, and Central LA)
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COVID-19 exposed the raw reality of health disparities.  
Family members dying, mothers and fathers losing their jobs, people losing their homes, 
students unable to learn remotely – these issues greatly impacted Black and Brown 
communities, yet were barely acknowledged in the media. Most of their stories were 
never told.

But thanks to cutting-edge research and biotechnology, scientists accomplished the 
unimaginable: the creation of safe, effective vaccines within less than one year! As the largest 
health provider in South LA, we knew the role we had to play to end the pandemic as quickly 
as possible.  We purchased ultra-low temperature freezers so we could store the vaccine.  
We demanded and advocated for vaccine inventory in the earliest days of the vaccination 
effort.  As a result, South LA was one of the first communities where vaccination began. 
Steadily, we opened more and more vaccine sites, secured more and more vaccine doses, did 
extensive outreach and education to low-income families, leaned on our deep community 
partnerships, purchased a significant media buy, and immersed ourselves in vaccination.

And it worked. We vaccinated a significant percentage of the South LA and Compton 
populations, and substantial percentages of people who live in East and Central Los Angeles 
as well. By April, we were vaccinating over 25,000 people a week at 24 vaccination sites.

St. John’s has administered more vaccines than any other Community Health Center in the 
country: 266,747 and counting. This is what vaccine equity looks like. This is what community 
health looks like.

And we won’t stop until every low-income family in Los Angeles is vaccinated and able to 
return to their lives – raising their children, doing the essential work we all depend on, and 
loving their families and friends.

In Equity and Justice,

Jim Mangia, MPH
President & Chief Executive Officer





At every turn, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
disproportionately impacted low-income 
people and communities of color. And at every 
turn, St. John’s has risen to the challenge, 
launching massive testing and contact tracing 
programs, services for the homeless, and 
life-saving monoclonal antibody infusion 
treatments. Our commitment to vaccinating 
the communities we serve has been no 
different. We kept vigilant watch on the 
vaccine development and approval timeline, 
determined that South LA would not be left 
behind. We inserted ourselves in all levels of 
conversation related to the vaccine - ensuring 
that the failure to adequately provide COVID-19 
resources for Black and Brown communities at 
the outset of the pandemic was not repeated.
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OUR 
COMMITMENT  





On December 28, 2020, we began vaccinating 
our front line staff: doctors, nurses, medical 
assistants, receptionists, security guards – 
everyone who interacted with patients. In 2021, 
in partnership with the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health, we expanded to 
vaccinating healthcare workers from clinics and 
hospitals across the county, then the elderly, 
then essential workers. Operating just a few 
vaccine PODs (Points of Distribution) to start, 
St. John’s invited each new wave of eligible 
people to get vaccinated. Together with trusted 
community leaders and organizations, we 
reached out through local media to assure South 
LA residents that the vaccines were safe and 
effective, combatting rampant misinformation 
regarding the vaccines. 

 

THE FIRST 
DOSES  
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St. John’s staff worked around the clock to 
figure out how to roll out the vaccine to under-
served communities while perfecting the 
complex logistics required to store, schedule, 
prepare, transport and administer the vaccines 
without wasting a dose. At the start of January 
2021, we were operating four clinic PODs 
administering 435 doses per day. By the end of 
the month, we had established PODs at seven 
clinics administering 1,052 doses daily. With 
every passing week, St. John’s exceeded its 
previous numbers. By the end of February, we 
had expanded to ten PODs administering 7,000 
doses per week. By the end of April, 24 sites 
administering 25,000 doses per week. A critical 
partnership with the Los Angeles Unified School 
District resulted in opening four large school-
based vaccination sites. A partnership with 
Compton Unified produced a drive-through site 
at Clinton Elementary School which was one of 
the earliest community vaccine sites. By the 
end of May, St. John’s will have administered 
a whopping total of 266,747 doses. And we are 
not done scaling up.  

SCALING UP  
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In the race to vaccinate as many people as 
possible before COVID variants outstrip the 
vaccines, the need to exponentially increase 
access to vaccination in all under-served areas 
of LA County is paramount. Together with 
Service Employees International Union Local 
2015 (SEIU Local 2015), East Valley Community 
Health Center, El Proyecto del Barrio, Esperanza 
Community Housing, JWCH Institute, South 
Central Family Health Center, TCC Family 
Health in Long Beach, and Venice Family Clinic, 
St. John’s launched the Vaccine Equity Pilot 
program. The pilot combines: vaccine outreach 
and education; a vaccine appointment call 
center; expansion of PODs at each health 
center; and pop-up PODs co-hosted with SEIU 
2015 to vaccinate home healthcare workers and 
their clients. Additional pop-up vaccine events 
were coordinated with local officials, additional 
public schools, the LA County Federation of 
Labor (which vaccinated thousands of frontline 
and essential workers), and community sites 
such as shelters, public housing, and churches. 

COMMUNITY  
PARTNERSHIPS  
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BY THE NUMBERS

VACCINE PATIENTS’ 
DEMOGRAPHICS

403 10,834 22,358 68,395 88,813 75,944

NUMBER OF VACCINE 
 

SITES BY MONTH

DECEMBER 2020:   1 SITE

JANUARY 2021:      7 SITES

FEBRUARY 2021:   11 SITES

MARCH 2021:       22 SITES

APRIL 2021:          24 SITES

MAY 2021:             26 SITES
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Doses



5/31/21 
26 VACCINE SITES  
266,747 DOSES ADMINISTERED

VACCINE PATIENTS’ 
DEMOGRAPHICS

12%
ASIAN

6%
WHITE

54%
LATINO

28%
AFRICAN 

AMERICAN

SOUTH LOS 
ANGELES



SCHOOLS
Compton Community College Distric
Compton Unified School District
Green Dot Public Schools 
Los Angeles Unified School District
Lynwood Unified School District

CHURCHES
Greater Bethel Cathedral
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church
Iglesia de Restauración
Mount Moriah Baptist Church
Nativity Catholic Church
New Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Normandie Church of Christ
Our Lady Queen of Angels / La Placita Catholic Church
Presentation of Mary Catholic Church
Rosewood Methodist Church
Santa Cecilia Catholic Church
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
St. Brigid Catholic Church
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

AGENCIES & BUSINESSES
AAJC - Asian Americans Advancing Justice
APAIT
ARC – Anti Recidivism Coalition
Bienestar
Bresee Foundation
CARECEN – Central American Resource Center – Los Angeles
CHIRLA – The Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights Los Angeles
CIE Manufacturing
CIELO – Comunidades Indígenas en Liderazgo
Clare|Matrix
East Los Angeles Civic Center
East Valley Community Health Center
El Proyecto del Barrio
Esperanza Community Housing Corporation
ICS - Inner City Struggle
JWCH Institute
KIWA - Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance
LCS - Labor Community Services Los Angeles
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
ONE LA-IAF – ONE LA Industrial Areas Foundation
South Central Family Health Center
SSG (Special Service for Groups)
Stop The Spread
TCC Family Health
The People Concern
The TransLatin@ Coalition
TransLatina Coalition
Unique Woman’s Coalition
Venice Family Clinic
Watts Labor Community Action Committee

LABOR UNIONS
IATSE 
IBEW Local 11 
IBEW Local 18 
IBEW Local 45
LA/OC Building Trades Council
LCLAA - The Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
Painters DC 36
SEIU 2015 
SEIU Local 1000
SEIU Local 721 
SEIU USWW 
Teamsters 396 
Teamsters 399
Teamsters 630
Teamsters 952 
Teamsters Port Division 
UFCW 1428
UFCW 770 
UNITE HERE Local 11
USW Steelworkers 675
UWUA 132

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom,  
Governor of the State of California

The Honorable Hilda Solis,  
Los Angeles County Supervisor, First District  

The Honorable Holly Mitchell,  
Los Angeles County Supervisor, Second District 

The Honorable Eric Garcetti,  
Mayor of the City of Los Angeles 

The Honorable Marqueece Harris-Dawson,  
City of Los Angeles Councilmember, District 8  

The Honorable Curren D. Price, Jr.,  
City of Los Angeles Councilmember, District 9 

The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas,  
City of Los Angeles Councilmember, District 10  

The Honorable Kevin De Leon,  
City of Los Angeles Councilmember, District 14

The Honorable Lena Gonzalez,  
California State Senator, 33rd District   
The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo,  
California State Senator, 24th District  
The Honorable Wendy Carrillo,  
California State Assembly Member, 51st District  
The Honorable Miguel Santiago,  
California State Assembly Member, 53rd District  
The Honorable Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Sr.,  
California State Assembly Member, 59th District  
The Honorable Anthony Rendon,  
California State Assembly Member, 63rd District and  
Speaker of the Assembly
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FUNDERS
To make the vaccine accessible to under-

served communities, St. John’s and our 

partners reached out to the philanthropic 

community and they responded without 

hesitation. Their financial support has been 

essential to this ambitious vaccination 

campaign. We, and our partners, are very 

grateful for their commitment.

California Community Foundation

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Community Clinic Assn. of Los Angeles County

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

David Burd Foundation

HealthNet

Health Resources & Services Administration

Kaiser Permanente / California Primary Care Assn.

L.A. Care Health Plan

Los Angeles County COVID Equity Fund

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

The Annenberg Foundation

The Ballmer Group

The Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health

The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

The Rose Hills Foundation

UniHealth Foundation

Weingart Foundation
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Hartwig Adam
Michael Allmon
Rachel Almond
Jaclyn Anderson
Martin Anenberg
Casey Apel
Sylvia Armendariz
Jeffrey Aron
Taleen Asadourian
Madeline Austin-Kulat
Susan Avallon
Natalie Barandes
Ted Bebi
Ronnie Blackburn
Zoe Borovsky
Leanna Borys
Yolanda Bowers
Geneva Bray
Sarah Bremner
Devin Burrows
Thomas Buscher
Ken Button
Lila Byock
Cassandra Carpenter
Bert Champagne
Susan Chasnov
Shaila Chopra
Christine Ciotti
Mr. & Mrs. Cohen
Geoffrey Colo
John Connor Carroll
Randall Cowan
Christine Cronin
Chelsea Curren Adams
Kate Cury
Arlene Dabbs
Vyte Danileviciute
Katy Davis
Joyce Deep
Amy Digiaro
Jenessa Dinda
Cassie Dull
Aina Dumlao
Matthew Emert
Eric Enson
Mariana Enson
Anthea Ezzell
Paul Fagen
Olivia Fagon
Deeba Fahami
Yujia Fang
James Farrell
Jonathan Fish
Larissa Giampaoli Portin

Emma Giulianti
Christine Gleim
Hannah Globus
Henry Glowa
Brian Goldberg
Paula Goldman
Steven Goldsobel &   Antonia Chan-Goldsobel
Jessica Gomez
Lauralee Gooch
Nicholas Goodbody
Brian Goss
Devon Greene
Linda Gross
Martha Guerrero
Matthew Guimbarda
Arnar Gylfason 
Ron Hacohen
Morgan Handel
Ronald and Alice Hansen
Mark Haskell Smith
Susan Haynie
Highridge Car Wash
Kimm Hoang
Irene Hou
Albina Hunt
Nubia Ingham
Brandt Joel
Samantha Johnston
Rolin Jones
Dylan Jury
Georgia Kacandes
Brian Kandler
Colleen Kanownik
Tony Kelly
AJ Kennedy
Carla Kettner
Jorien Khanna
Alanna Kitaeff
Sharon Kleinbaum
Christine Ko
Jennifer Kohn
Lisa Kruger
Alex Land
Lukas Langermann
Gene La Pietra
Peter Laux
George Laux
Andrea Lavilles
Scott Lazaruk
Hoa Le
Tracy Lee
Sola Lee
Michael Legum

Julia Lemle
Renee Lenga
Jaime Leon
Edan Lepucki
Ashley Llamas
Kiersten Lo
Julie Locke
Ebonie Loftin
John Lopez
Jennifer Louchheim
Douglas Lucterhand
Josh Mack
Mary Katherine Malone
Mallory Mangold
Richard Mar
Brent Marcus
Emily Martin
Joslyn Martinez
Sarah Masson
Brett Matthews
David Metzler
Robert Meyer
Samuel Michaux
Sarah Miszkowicz
Katherine Moncrief
Rachael Moran
Karen Morse
Joshua Moses
Misty Murray
Robert Newman
Duy Nguyen
Thu Nguyen
James Nice
Claire Noble
Amin & Janet Nosrat
Marti Noxon
Melissa Nykanen
Nicola O’Byrne
Kory Odell
Louise Olson
Yasuhiro Osako
Leroy Owusu-Sakyi
Jenny Pakenham Candella
Scott Palmer
Robert Peterson
Kate Phillips
Blake Picolo
Angela Preston
Amy Prince
Laura Ritchie
Cecilia Rivas
Andrew Romano
Fredric D. Rosen
Michelle Rosenbach

Evan Rosing
Ardis Rubenstein
Ruth Rubenstein
Dinah Ruch
Amy Rzepka
Sonya S
William Sacks
Susan Samuels
Ren Sano
Kim & Darryl Schall
John Schlinkert
Stephan Schubert
Stefanie Schwartz
Katherine Schwartz
Steven & Kathleen Schwartz
Debra Shuwarger
Lawrence Sifuentes
Michael Siu
Lauren Slatten
Jo Carol Snyder
Jessica Southwell
Tom & Melanie Staggs
Katelyn Stanwick
Karen and Ron Stetler
Jennifer Stone
Emily Stough
Aymae Sulick
Pedro Svidler
Molly Swenson
Jeffrey Thaw
Leah Thompson
Hien Thuy Do
Zachary Timm
Brad Tomita
Atefeh Towfigh
Father Warner Traynham
Veronica Turner
Anne Vander Kooy
Debra Vaughan-Cleff
Suzanne Verge
Eli Wagner
Eric Wallen
Michael Whalen
Jennifer Wickersham
Modi Wiczyk
Brooke Wilkinson
Joo Wong
Dennis Woolsey
Marilyn Worley
Sarah Wright-Killinger
Thuy Wu
Alan Yang
Caitlyn Young 
Anonymous

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
When people heard about our work, they also did not hesitate to open their wallets  
and generously give to the project. Thank you.
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St. John’s Well Child and Family Center is a proud “union shop”  

with a strong and innovative partnership with SEIU Local 721. 

We are honored to work closely with our union allies in the fight  

for social justice—for our patients, our employees, our  

community, and our network of health centers.

LABOR DONATED / SJWCFC © ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lilia Garcia, Chair
Patricia Escamilla, Vice Chair
Joanna Mimi Choi, MD, Secretary

MEMBERS
Christopher Callahan; Carmen J. Cole; Bill Dawe;  
Leonor Guzman; Martha Ortiz; Cecilia A. Sibley;  
Lin Tien, CFA; Sandra Weathersby

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Jim Mangia, MPH, President and Chief Executive Officer

Anitha L. Mullangi, MD, Chief Medical Officer

Ernesto Barahona, Chief Development Officer

Elizabeth M. Meisler, MBA, CPA, Chief Financial Officer

Tim Neiman, Chief Administrative Officer

Elena Fernandez, LCSW, Chief Program Officer

Ana Campos, Director of Clinic Operations

Michael Beral, DDS, Dental Director

Ebba Elabiad, PharmD, RPH, Senior Director of Pharmacy

ABOUT THE IMPACT REPORT

Mario Clemente, Tina Christopulos, Editors

Reyes Melendez, Art Director

Paolo J. Riveros, Kayla Green, Photographers

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS
Dr. Louis C. Frayser Health Center
5701 S. Hoover Street
Los Angeles, CA 90037

S. Mark Taper Foundation Health and Wellness Center
808 W. 58th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90037

Magnolia Place Health Center
1910 S. Magnolia Avenue, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA 90007

W.M. Keck Foundation Health Center
2115 N. Wilmington Avenue
Compton, CA 90222

East Compton Health Center at Casa Dominguez
15715 S. Atlantic Avenue, 2nd Floor
East Rancho Dominguez, CA 90221

Leavey Health Center
3628 E. Imperial Highway, Suite 301
Lynwood, CA 90262

Rev. Warner Traynham Health Center
326 W. 23rd Street
Los Angeles, CA 90007

Crenshaw Health Center
4251 Crenshaw Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90008

Rolland Curtis Gardens Health Center
1060 West Exposition Blvd.  
Los Angeles, CA. 90007

Avalon Health Center
6818 Avalon Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90003

Boys & Girls Club Dental Clinic
1000 W. 50th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90037

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS
Lincoln High School
2512 Alta Street
Los Angeles, CA 90031

YES Academy / Hyde Park Elementary 
6505 8th Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90043

Mark Ridley-Thomas Wellness Center at Manual Arts
4085 S. Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90037

Dominguez High School
15301 S. San Jose Avenue
Compton, CA 90221

Washington Prep Wellness Center
1555 W. 110th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90047

Compton College
1111 E. Artesia Boulevard
Compton, CA 90221

MOBILE HEALTH
4 Mobile Units
Multiple locations in 
South Los Angeles and Compton



   
808 W. 58th Street Los Angeles, CA 90037 Tel: 323-541-1600 fax 323-541-1601 

St. Johns Well Child & Family Center is a 501(C)(3) network of community health centers.
www.wellchild.org  fti wellchildorg

“We’re also supplying vaccines to community 
health centers to reach those who have been 

the hardest hit — the hardest hit — and 
suffered the most, especially Black, Latino, 
Native American, and rural communities.   

This is really important — because we believe 
that speed and efficiency must be matched  

with fairness and equity.” 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH R. BIDEN

“Community Health Organizations are some 
of the most successful in getting communities 

of color vaccinated. More so than some 
pharmacies…. These sites are trusted in  

the community.” 
VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS

KEEPING 
SAFE


